A desmoplastic response in hepatocellular carcinoma is not particularly prominent and has not been reported to be related to prognosis. On the other hand, the encapsulated hepatocellular carcinoma and the fibrolamellar carcinoma, which show a distinct stromal reaction, are known to carry a better prognosis.67 Evidence suggests that the myofibroblasts have a role in limiting tumour expansion and preventing metastasis by virtue of their physical effect and anticollagenolytic properties. 89 In a recent report it was suggested that the ability of the hepatocellular carcinoma cells to digest the extracellular matrix was related to tumour aggression.10 The presence of myofibroblasts in hepatocellular carcinoma is therefore interesting and warrants further investigation. To check the accuracy of the Diff-3 stain for identifying H pylori in gastric biopsy specimens Diff-3 and Giemsa stained sections in 50 patients with ulcer and non-ulcer dyspepsia were compared. Results obtained by the Diff-3 stain correlated 100% with those obtained using the Giemsa stain. However, the advantage of the Diff-3 stain over the Giemsa stain is that it is a rapid procedure which takes less than one minute compared with 30 minutes using Giemsa stain.3 It is also less time consuming for preparing the solutions and bacteria are better visualised with the Diff-3 stain due to the tinctorial quality of the organisms. Both Diff-3 and Giemsa stains are cheap and readily available to any laboratory.
Because the Diff-3 stain can be performed within 30 seconds and is clean and easy to use, this has a practical advantage for the gastroenterologist who requires a rapid and specific technique for detection of H pylori in gastric biopsy specimens from patients with dyspepsia. Specimens obtained by clinicians are immediately brought to the pathology laboratory where air dried smears are prepared, stained, and examined by the pathologist with an immediate report given over the telephone. This may help the gastroenterologist to give the appropriate treatment immediately, thereby obviating another visit to the clinic.
The Diff-3 stain has proved to be reliable, quick, and easy for identifying H pylori in smears as well as in histological sections from gastric biopsy specimens. 
